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SafeHorizon Project: Advancing Security Research
at the Second Consortium Meeting in Madrid

Madrid, [27.03.2025] — The SafeHorizon project consortium gathered in Madrid for
its second official face-to-face meeting, marking a key milestone in the project’s
progress. Building upon the strong foundation established during the project’s launch,
this meeting brought together leading project consortium experts, researchers, and
practitioners to discuss achievements, challenges, and the next steps in ensuring the
successful implementation of the SafeHorizon initiative.

SafeHorizon is driven by a powerhouse consortium of 13 partners: Data Centric,
Vicomtech, The Center for Security Studies (KEMEA), The Spanish National
Research Council (CSIC), Tampere University, Privanova, The General Police
Inspectorate of the Republic of Moldova, the Delft University of Technology, Cyprus
Police, Cyber Intelligence House, Scorechain Blockchain Analytics, Polish Police, the
Provincial Police Headquarters in Kielce, coordinated by Athena Research Center.

SafeHorizon is a pioneering research initiative aimed at strengthening the capacity of
law enforcement agencies and policymakers to address complex security threats. The
project focuses on improving the understanding of victimization in various forms of
criminal activities and developing effective strategies to protect victims while
enhancing crime prevention mechanisms. By leveraging interdisciplinary expertise,
SafeHorizon seeks to advance new methodologies, tools, and policy recommendations
that will support a more comprehensive and coordinated security framework across
Europe.

The project’s core objective is combating the emerging threat of Crime-as-a-Service
(CaaS). SafeHorizon harnesses intelligence from various sources, including the clear,
deep, and dark web, public dumps and fora, and law enforcement datasets. By
integrating these data streams with machine learning technologies, the project aims to
extract actionable evidence for legal use.

CaaS represents a worrying evolution in the cyber threat landscape, transforming
criminal activities into organized, structured, and commercialized enterprises. Similar
to legitimate Software-as-a-Service (SaaS) platforms, CaaS offers on-demand illicit
services such as malware rentals and fraud platforms. This shift lowers barriers to
entry for cybercriminals, enabling individuals without technical skills to engage in
activities like identity theft and payment card fraud through digital means.
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The consequence is a significant amplification of criminal operations' scale and
impact. SafeHorizon is dedicated to countering this trend by providing innovative
tools and methodologies to enhance law enforcement capabilities and mitigate these
growing threats.

Funded under the Horizon Europe framework, the project integrates advanced
approaches to risk assessment, response strategies, and inter-agency collaboration.
Since its inception, the project strives to address critical capability gaps, ensuring that
communities across Europe benefit from improved safety measures and resilience
strategies. The project plays a crucial role in bridging the gap between research,
policy, and real-world security practices that make a measurable impact.

The meeting in Madrid provided an excellent opportunity for partners to review the
advancements made so far. Significant progress has been achieved in the development
of key methodologies, tools, and frameworks that will contribute to a more effective
and coordinated approach to security challenges. Participants engaged in productive
discussions, exchanging insights on research findings and best practices while
reinforcing their commitment to the project’s objectives. Additionally, partners
reflected on the successful outcomes of the first consortium meeting, highlighting
how initial research efforts have translated into actionable solutions.

A major highlight of the meeting was the strategic planning session, where
consortium members outlined the roadmap for the next phases of the project. By
leveraging interdisciplinary expertise and fostering collaboration, SafeHorizon will
continue to push forward in its mission to deliver innovative solutions that support
law enforcement agencies and policymakers in tackling security risks.

As SafeHorizon moves ahead, the consortium remains committed to transparency and
impact. Regular updates, public engagement, and dissemination efforts—including
through its website, visual identity, and synergies—will ensure that key stakeholders
and the wider public stay informed about the project’s outcomes. More information on
SafeHorizon can be  found on the official project  website:
https://www.project-safehorizon.eu.

Stay tuned for further updates as SafeHorizon continues to carve a new path in
security practices across Europe.
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